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Mabel CoyviYN 



CHAPTER I. 

" Mother, dear, it is such a lovely morning ; do 
come with me." 

" Where are you going, Elinor ?'* 

'' Across the park to the fields, to watch the 
haymakers. Mary Stewart promised to meet me 
at the entrance lodge nearest to the village." 

"As you wiU have a companion with you, my 
dear child, I will remain at home," replied her 
mother, ^' as I am rather busy with some accounts 
that I have to make up for Dr. Stewart. And be 
sure to return home before it gets too hot." 

** Adieu, then, mother darling." And Elinor 
went on her way. 

" How lovely all nature appears to-day ! The 
sky is as deeply blue as that of Italy, and the 
scent of the flowers and the new-mown hay is very 
refreshing to one's senses," said she, half aloud. 
*' Ah ! but I do not enjoy anything now as I used 
to do, when my darling Mabel was with me. The 
day never seemed long enough ; the sk^ «l?«^-«. 
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looked bright to me, even when it rained, if my 
darling was with me. Her merry laugh was like 
music in mine ears. And now — now," said Elinor 
to herself, " how sadly she has fallen from grace. 
I cannot fancy my darling leaving the glorious 
light of the Gospel for the errors of the Eomish 
Church — she, whose nature is so true and loving, 
and ever seeking to help all who were in trouble 
and in need. And her trouble must have been 
very great indeed to have caused her to act as she 
has done.'* 

Elinor buried her face in her hands, and amidst 
her tears she offered up a heartfelt prayer for grace 
to enable her to lead a holy and a godly life, to 
make greater efforts to bear the crosses of her life 
with humility and steadfastness, and to pray un- 
ceasingly for her darling sister, that God, in His 
great mercy, would grant the aid of His Holy 
Spirit to enlighten Mabel's mind once again, and 
that she might have grace, in His own good time, 
to see how much she had fallen, and to enable her 
to return to the purity and light of the Gospel 
truth. 

As she approached the lodge, Mary Stewart came 

bounding up to her, and observing the traces of 

tears in Elinor's face, and guessing the cause, she 

^ave her an aJBfectionate hug, and said, "Now, 

Nellie dear, no teajtB. Papa Ba^ft il \aU. %U. come 
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right in timei and you must take for your motto, 
* Watch and pray.' " 

'' I try to do so^ but I fear I am impatient, and 
feel if dear Mabel had only consulted your father, 
he would have read and prayed with her, and 
shown her the great gulf there is between our own 
beloved Church and that of Bome in the idolatrous 
worship of the Virgin Mary." 

Elinor and her friend now entered a large field 
where the haymakers were busily at work. They 
soon had a nice soft seat of hay made ready for 
them, and the time passed away only too quickly ; 
and seeing the haymakers making preparations for 
their mid-day meal, under some trees, they con- 
sulted Elinor's watch, and found they had remained 
nearly two hours, working and reading alternately. 
The girls parted near the lodge that led into the 
village, and Elinor entered a shady avenue of 
stately oaks, and let herself into the garden plan- 
tations, and passing through a little wicket gate, 
and so into the garden beneath the terraces, and 
ascending the long flight of steps leading to the 
upper terrace, she then turned round and rested 
herself against the stone coping of the balustrade, 
and gazed admiringly over the lovely landscape 
presented to her view. But her mind wandered 
again to the absent Mabel. The clock in the tur- 
ret striking twelve recalled her wa,nderin^ thoughts; 
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she crossed the terrace which extended the whole 
length of the south side of the house^ and on to 
which the windows aU opened. 

The windows of all the rooms were open, to 
admit of as much air as possible ; but each window 
was shaded with large projecting sun-blinds. 

Elinor stooped beneath the sun-blind that 
shaded the morning room, and as she raised her- 
self up, she found herself facing a gentleman, who 
was standing close to the open window, and who 
made way for her to pass into the room. She saw 
immediately from his dress that he must be a 
Bomish priest. A mutual bow and curtsey gave 
her an instant of time to recover her presence of 
mind, and she offered him a seat and requested to 
know if he wished to see her mother. 

" Yes," he replied ; " I presume that I have the 
honour of speaking to Miss Pierdale.'* 

Elinor assented. 

"My errand," he continued, "is on behalf of 
your cousin. Miss Comyn." 

" Is she well ?" asked Elinor eagerly. 

" Very far from well, I fear ; and she is most 
anxious to return home ; that is to say, if, after 
what has occurred, she may still so regard this 
house and its inmates." 

" Of course she will, and must always regard 
jnjr mother and myself as her mother and sister, 
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and the house as her very own and only home/ 
Elinor gravely replied; "and," she continued, 
" an adopted daughter and sister, as Mabel has 
always been regarded, however she may have erred, 
cannot throw off such close ties and the home of 
her infancy so easily as change her religion, it 
strikes me.** 

The priest slightly coloured, and said, " Doubt- 
less, Miss Pierdale, if you would only allow me 
time, I could prove to you that your cousin is right 
in having embraced the true faith ; and you also 
might become a convert," 

" Oh, sir, pray desist," quickly replied Elinor; 
" I cannot discuss with you the fall from grace 
and truth my cousin has been guilty of, by the 
step she has taken in leaving the holy catholic and 
apostolic Church of England, in which she was 
born and baptized; and which Church, by her 
Bible teaching, shows so clearly the errors of 
Romanism, that I, for one, can only regard per- 
verts from our Church to that of Rome as leaving 
light for darkness — the glorious teaching of Scrip- 
ture, for a Church overlaid with superstition and 
error." 

Fortunately, Mrs. Pierdale's entrance into the 
room at this moment was a relief to both parties, 
and Elinor explained to her how Father Jenkyns 
had come on behalf of Mabel. 
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Mrs. Pierdale warmly thanked him for the in- 
terest he had taken in her niece. 

** Mother, may I write to Mabel, and tell her 
how rejoiced we shall be to see her at home again ?" 

"Do so, my love, and beg she will write by 
return of post and state at what time we may 
expect her.** 

Mrs. Pierdale requested to know if the priest 
would not remain to luncheon, and she would order 
a carriage to be in waiting to take him to the 
station. 

He thanked her, but declined the offer of the 
drive to the station, as a walk in the country was 
a treat to him. Befreshments were brought up 
for him, and Mrs. Pierdale left him, saying she 
would gather him some roses to take back with 
him. 

Elinor meanwhile wrote to her cousin, and 
thinking in all probability the letter might be read 
in the convent to which Mabel had been persuaded 
to enter unknown to her aunt, she merely wrote, — 

"Darling Mabel, — The news of your speedy re- 
turn home has filled us with joy and thankfulness. 
I am literally pining into a shadow, all for lack of 
your sweet presence. As to your grey parrot, she 
screams out nearly all day, ' Mabel ! Mabel !' and 
J could not help crying, when I knew there was 
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no Mabel to answer poor Polly^ and take her pet 
a walk into the garden. Old Fletcher tells me 
your garden looks lovely (I have not had the heart 
to go near it) ; ' But indeed, Miss Pierdale, the 
flowers do not look so bright or smell so sweet/ 
he added, * now Miss Mabel is away.' How I shall 
rejoice his heart, when I tell him the good news ! 
Mrs. Shaw will come and fetch you home. Mamma 
sends you her very dearest love, and be sure and 
name the day and hour of your return, I must 
not forget to tell you a most touching trait in 
Bollo's character. He somehow found a satin 
slipper of yours, and he guards it night and day 
in his kennel. You see no biped or quadruped 
forgets you, darling sister mine. — ^Ever your loving 

" Elinor G. Pierdale." 

The priest meanwhile, and her mother were 
walking on the terrace. Mrs. Pierdale had given 
him some lovely flowers for himself, and desired 
the gardener to bring a few roses from MabePs 
own garden, which the priest undertook to give 
her. 

Mrs. Pierdale highly disapproved of the disin- 
genuousness Mabel had been urged to practise 
towards her ; she who had nursed and tended her, 
and brought her up with so much love and affec- 
tion for more than twenty-one years ; and then, 
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suddenly, without a note of preparation for her 
relations, or any instruction on her own part, had 
foolishly listened to the voice of the tempter, in 
the person of another pervert, and left the shelter 
of her aunt's house on the pretence of going to 
church, and had even made an appointment to 
attend afternoon service with her aunt. After 
long hours passed anxiously awaiting her niece's 
return, a note came to say she had gone to a con- 
vent by the advice of her friend, and meant to 
remain there until after her reception into the 
Roman Church. When the priest, therefore, began 
to talk about Mabel and her return to the true 
Church, she replied : " The faith once delivered to 
the Roman Church in the primitive times of 
Christianity has long departed from her.*' 

" Indeed, madam, you are quite mistaken. The 
Holy Father has power, by his infallibility, to 
decree what in his supreme wisdom he deems best 
we should believe, as God*s vicar here on earth." 

"Yes," interrupted Mrs. Pierdale, "and thus 
fulfilling exactly what St. Paul, in his second 
epistle to the Thessalonians, wrote should come to 
pass in later times. Allow me to read you the 
verses." And drawing a small Testament from 
her pocket, she read from the second chapter as 
follows : " Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming ot our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye be not 
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soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, as that the 
day of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you ; for that day shall not come, except there come 
a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
who opposeth and exalteth himself above all ; so 
that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, show- 
ing himself as if he were God ; — even him, whose 
coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
power and lying wonders. And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie." 

" And do you really believe, madam,*' said the 
priest, nervously, " that St. Paul is there predict- 
ing the days of His Holiness and his predecessors?" 

" Undoubtedly I do; and so must every one who 
reads the Scriptures by the aid of prayer, guided 
by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. What can be 
more sad in your Church than only allowing parts 
of the Scripture to be read to your followers, in an 
unknown tongue, and then only to be accepted by 
Romanists with the interpretation allowed by holy 
mother Church — or, rather, to be quite truthful, 
by the tradition of centuries of false teaching by a 
corrupt clergy." 

"Holding these opinions, madam, no wonder 
you believe your niece to have committed a great 
sin in joining our holy mother Church." 

" I do," sadly replied Mrs. Pierdale ; " but at 
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the same time I must tell you I shall not in any 
way interfere to try and re-convert her. I know 
my Heavenly Father does not willingly afflict His 
children, and it is for some wise purpose of His 
own that this trial has been sent to us." 

Father Jenkyns was himself a pervert. He 
respected Mrs. Pierdale's grief, and it brought 
home to him, with a throb of pain at his heart, 
how his own perversion had caused such terrible 
sorrow to his parents. 

Elinor came up to him with her letter to her 
cousin in her hand, and giving it to the priest, 
with a loving message to her cousin, he placed it 
in a pocket, and, wishing both ladies farewell, he 
went on his way through the park to the station. 



CHAPTER II. 

Fatheb Jenetns, as he was styled in the Bomish 
Church, was very much interested in Mabel. He 
had received her first confession, made to him, 
instead of to God. He knew her story — ^how she 
had been thrown over suddenly by a man who had 
long professed to be attached to her, without an 
actual engagement, as her aunt was a&aid of his 
atheistical opinions, and wished her not to bind 
h^rseli to Mm irrevocably, thinking there would 
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be no happiness for Mabel in such a union. Mabel 
thought that she was influencing him to a right 
way of thinking, when the news came. She was 
then in a delicate state of health, and it was in 
this state that she madly rushed into the Bomish 
Church ; and the Bomish priests, perverts, nuns, 
&c., were delighted, and called it " miraculous." 
The nuns declared it was the blessed Virgin who 
had performed this miracle, and they gave her a 
new gown, and offered up ever so many prayers on 
Mabel's behalf, and lit ever so many candles in 
her honour. 

Father Jenkyns was confessor at the convent to 
which'Mabel had been taken. The reverend mother, 
as she was styled, and her nuns were devoted to him, 
being mostly French and Irish women, with a few 
English perverts. They, poor things, had never 
known or received (excepting the English perverts) 
the right teaching of the Holy Scriptures. The 
simple truth, as it is in Jesus, was not taught to 
them: fastings, penances, and indulgences, im- 
plicit belief in the infallibility of the Holy Father, 
and the most devout worship of the Virgin Mary, 
formed the only instruction they received. 

They were all enrolled as Associates of the Order 
of the " Immaculate Conception." The rules of the 
Order state, " That the object of this latter Asso- 
ciation of the children of Mary in the members is. 
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to inspire them with a tenderer piety towards this 
queen of heaven. 

" * I love those that love me/ she herself says, 
even by the mouth of wisdom; *and those who seek 
me from early morning will find me, Happy, then, 
is that soul who consecrates the first dawn of her 
life to me/ " 

Now what chapter or verse in the Book of Wis- 
dom relates to the Virgin Mary ? And yet Boman 
Catholics profess not to be idolaters ! 

Yet, again, what is idolatry if the above is not, 
copied from the " Acte de Consecration," and which 
goes on thus : " Marie Vierge, sainte et imma* 
cul6e, d^sirant de tout mon cceur me consacr6e k 
vous." 

To the faithful followers of the Association, four 
plenary indulgences are granted. 

Such teaching and belief, in a Christian com- 
munity, is almost incredible, and yet it is an abso- 
lute fact. 

Father Jenkyns, on his return to the convent, 
duly gave Mabel her letter, but in consequence of 
his conversation with Mrs. Pierdale it was thought 
advisable by the heads of the convent that it 
should be perused before it was given to Mabel, 
in case that it might contain a word of heresy. 

Mabel observed that her letter had been opened, 
jba£ she made no remark. 



Father Jenkyns^ whilst assuring her that her 
aunt and cousin would be delighted to have her at 
home once more, exhorted her, by her prayers and 
example, to make converts of her relations in time. 

Mabel hurried ofif to her room to write an affec- 
tionate letter of thanks to her aunt, and named an 
early day for her return to Pierdale Manor. She 
then joined the nuns in the chapel, who were cele- 
brating some fSte of the Virgin. The " doll " was 
very richly dressed in blue satin and white flowers, 
and all the flowers from Pierdale had been made an 
offering to her — "a dumb idol." In Lev. xxvi. 1, 
God says, through his servant Moses : " Ye shall 
make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear 
you up a standing image to bow down to it ; for I 
am the Lord your God." 

Is there any difference in the worship of the 
Israelites in the timeof Elijah andthatof theBoman 
Catholics in these days ? The Roman Catholics 
of to-day overlay their worship of the true God, 
the great Jehovah, with an idolatrous worship of 
the Virgin Mary, and the Jews in the days of 
Elijah did the same thing. They worshipped God, 
they said, but they prayed to Baal also. And the 
Boman Catholics worship God also, but they pray 
to the Virgin Mary likewise. And would Moses, or 
Elijah, or St. Peter, or St. Paul, see any difference 
in the act of the idolatry of the Jew of old, saying 
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" Oh ! Baal, hear us," as being more idolatrous 
than the Roman Catholics of to-day praying to the 
Virgin Mary? *' Hail, Mary!" ends most of their 
prayers. "Oh, Mary, hear us !" is their prayer every 
day. What difference is there, then, in this idolatry 
between Jews and Bomanists ? 

In the Bomanist books of devotion there are 
chapters full of prayers to the Virgin Mary. In 
one of their books of "Devotion to the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary," as it is called, page 257 : " Devotion 
to the heart of Mary is but the consequence of the 
devotion due to the heart of Jesus. The Church 
never dissociates the mother from her divine Son 
in the festivals which she celebrates to his honour." 
" 0, heart of Mary, I offer, I consecrate to thee my 
heart. Thou shalt ever be the object of my venera- 
tion, love, and confidence. I will pay thee my 
devotions every day. I will celebrate thy feasts 
with joy. I will proclaim thy greatness and thy 
goodness without ceasing. I will neglect no means 
of obtaining thee the honour and the homage which 
are due unto thee." 

What is this but idolatry ? It would be better 
far if the clergy and laity of the Anglican Church 
would never for a moment forget the gulf which 
exists between the pure teaching of our own beloved 
Church and the idolatrous teaching of the Church 
ofEome, 
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Alas ! how many we thought were good and 
true have blindly left the pure teaching of the gos- 
pel for the " husks and chaflf " of an erring church ! 
Alas ! how fallen has the Komish Church become 
since the days of St, Paul, when he wrote in his 
Epistle, chap. i. ver, 7 : " To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, called to be saints ; Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.'* 

Verse 8 : " First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world." 

In those days the cup of salvation was not denied 
to the laity ; no masses for the dead ; no purga- 
tory ; no pope ; no prayers to the Virgin Mary. 
The Holy Scriptures taught daily to the people 
in their own tongue, &c. &c. 

Leaving Mabel and the nuns in adoration 
before the " idol in blue satin,'* we will now state 
that her aunt, Mrs. Pierdale had become a widow 
early in life. Her little girl was hardly three 
months old when her father died. Mrs. Pierdale's 
brother, Balph Comyn, was deeply attached to his 
sister, and during the three years he survived his 
brother-in-law, he managed every thing for his 
sister and her infant daughter. A few months 
after Mr. Pierdale's death, Mr. Comyn married 
Mabel Pierdale^ the only child oi «3x S^^sst ^^sSvisst. 
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of Mr. Pierdale, who had married her cousin, 
Hugh Pierdale. He was in the Indian army, and 
had died from an attack of cholera. His widow 
returned to England with her little daughter 
Mabel, and after a few years, she having married 
a brother oflBioer of her late husband's, returned to 
India, and her daughter was placed under the 
care of her uncle. After his death she married 
Mr. Comyn, the brother of her aunt-in-law, Mrs, 
Pierdale. 

This marriage of her brother's with Mabel Pier- 
dale was very gratifying to his sister, and they all 
lived happily together for more than two years at 
the Old Grange, when death broke up this happy 
family party. 

The Gomyns were staying at a sea-side place on 
the west coast of England. Mr. Comyn delighted 
in yachting. His Mends had warned him fre- 

. quently that the Bellina carried too much sail ; 
was not safe in rough weather, &c. &c., and so it 
came to pass, only too truly, that in a sudden 
squall she capsized, and Mr. Comyn and two of the 
sailors were drowned. The sad event happened 
unfortunately just before the birth of his first-bom 
ddld. Mrs. Comyn never recovered the terrible 
shock of seeing the lifeless body of her husband 
brought to their sea-side home without a word of 

preparation* JIfrs. Pierdale was on a visit to eome 
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relations in Scotland, and thus the heart-broken 
widow had no one with her, neither friend nor rela- 
tions, who would have prepared her by some kind of 
warning for the^terrible shock, and she soon followed 
him to the grave, leaving little Mabel to the loving 
care of her aunt, who adopted her as a daughter, 
and her own child Elinor welcomed her adopted 
sister with the utmost delight. She confided to her 
nurse that she did not love her dolls now that she 
had a sister, and that the resplendent Lady Theresa, 
Don Alphonzo, and a host of lesser grandees, might 
be put out of sight until baby was old enough to play 
with them. And baby grew and flourished and 
the children were inseparable. Their home was a 
grand old manor house, the early owners of which 
had entered for many generations into all the quar- 
rels of bygone times, and, as cavaliers, had suffered 
so much in loss of money and lands, that the latOj. 
generations had profited by the mistakes. made by 
their ancestors, in so far as to remain at home and 
content themselves with improving the remaining 
portion of the estates left to them. They proved 
liberal landlords, and were always ready to lend a 
helping hand to those who required assistance. As 
sheriffs and magistrates they were well known in 
their day, and as most hospitable hosts ; and so they 
passed away in their generations : and now the 
estate was in the keeping of a £aii yoxm^md^YK &x 
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an only child ; and right well was it looked after ; 
during Elinor's long minority the estate was much 
improved, and the young heiress thereof was no 
mean " partie '* for any noble in the county. 

Mrs. Pierdale was a clever, well-read woman. On 
the death of her husband she had devoted hersel^ 
entirely to home duties and the careful training of 
her children. Dr. Stewart, the rector of the 
parish, found her at all times an able and willing 
friend and assistant to all around. She so deeply 
prized the privileges and teaching of the Established 
Church, to which she belonged, that she felt that 
she could never suflBiciently aid her pastor in the 
good work of saving souls for Christ. And how 
much a gentlewoman can do in a parish, by her 
sympathy and interest in her poorer neighbours, 
none can tell so well as the clergy themselves. 

The respectable poor in a village do not always 
want the aid of money from their richer neigh- 
bours so much as kind sympathy in the troubles 
and anxieties of daily life — a *' kind word and a 
listening ear." Ah ! who can tell the good done 
to a respectable, struggling woman, with a " heavy 
family," as ^they term it ; and the little comforts 
sent to the sick child or parents, how much 
more appreciated if the lady herself had paid 
first a little kindly visit at the cottage ! Then 
Bbe knew the names of most oi ttie \>o^^ wid gjrls 
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in the village, and was glad to see Ellen and Tom 
were so regular at daily school and Sunday school. 
The words would cheer their mother's heart, for 
she alone knew the effort it was to send and keep 
the children neat and clean for daily school. 

Mrs. Pierdalewas greatly impressed by her rector 
with the advantage it was to great boys, who were 
too old to stay at home without earning a few shil- 
lings a week for their maintenance in their parents' 
homes, that they should still have the advantage 
of individual religious teaching (village boys are 
taken so early from school that in a few years they 
almost forget how to read), that she had a Sunday 
class at the Grange on Sundays for grown up 
boys who had left the village and Sunday schools, 
and she herself taught them. The room in which 
she held her class was formerly a gun room. No 
vestige of them now remained to gladden the eyes 
of the village youths, and draw off their attention. 
Some well-selected coloured prints, with appro- 
priate texts beneath, hung round the walls, and 
below there were book shelves, filled with interest- 
ing works of travel, stories, and lives of remarkable 
men. 

Dr. Stewart did not advise the reading of his 
flock to be confined to tracts and sermons. " Di- 
versity of good reading, my kind Mend," said he, 
*^ enlarges the mind of iIqU «jxd ^oiot, «sA\k^^^s^ 
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the contemplation of higher thoughts and nobler 
aims.** 

The picture Bible had many readers. A little 
boy one day said to Mrs. Pierdale^ " Thank yon, 
madam, for lending me this book. I think how, 
sometimes, when I leaves off a-scaring away the 
birds, I can see Him, like as He was, a-walking 
through the corn-fields.'' A quaint way, doubtless, 
Mrs. Pierdale thought, of expressing the child's 
ideas of higher things in his little daily duty of 
a-scaring away the birds, by seeing the coloured 
print representing our Saviour and his disciples 
walking through a highly-coloured corn-field. 

Mrs. Pierdale's little daughters were great &- 
Toorites in the Tillage. Their mother made them 
l^r almoners in many cases, and interested them 
by the ready sympathy and kindly aid she herself 
gave to all her poorer neighbours; and a Kttle 
stoiry of any one^s suffering in mind c»r body in the 
Tillage came home to the tittle girls'* feeEngs^ and 
touebiedthem more than the usual tales toldtaehil* 
dren. A tenth part also of their pocket money was 
always put by weekly, into a ''' mysterious *^ Httle 
bag> and they and their nurse alone knew who 
benefited by its contents. Old Mrs. Hawkins, 
iriko had seen more than ei^ty summers come* 
and go^ found her rent eaaly paid aS^r the chil- 
^^wtt"!? iTLsat^ Their motihgt liai QQixMaia$5ft in 
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their kind nurse, and she knew the savings of the 
little maidens would be well spent. 

As they grew older, the children were placed 
under the care of an excellent governess, who 
aided their mother in the careful bringing up of 
her young charge. Foreign governesses and mas- 
ters, too, assisted Mrs. Elliott in languages and 
accomplishments. The girls were devoted to one 
another, but Mabel's adopted mother and sister 
spoilt her. She was naturally bright and clever, 
and extremely pretty. Her bright blue eyes and 
golden hair were a sight to see, the old villagers 
said, as she scampered through the park and 
village on her bay pony, accompanied by Bollo. 

Elinor was graver by nature than her cousin. 
She was tall and graceful, and rather stately in 
manner. She had beautiful dark grey eyes, and 
dark brown hair, and an almost faultless profile ; 
but she was not so generally admired as her 

were very charming to all who approached her. 
In general, the two girls upheld each other's 
opinions, rightly or wrongly ; which, in their more 
juvenile days, their French governess. Mademoi- 
selle Dupuis, highly resented, especially in the 
case of a badly spelt French " dict6e." "At all 
events, Mademoiselle Pierdale knew better ;" and 
then the irate Frenchwoman appealed to Mrs. 
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Elliott, who succeeded in calming her anger* by 
assuring her '^ she believed that Mademoiselle 
Pierdale did know how to write a French * dict6e ' 
without mistakes ; but that she could not bear to 
see her sister in trouble^ unless she shared it with 
her ; and would Mademoiselle kindly overlook the 
faulty * dictee ' this time, and the next.^wuld be 
perfect." ^*^ 




CHAPTER III 



ExcsPTiNa two years spent in continental tra- 
vels, and an occasional visit to London in the 
early spring, for the advantage of masters and 
sight-seeing, Mrs. Pierdale and her daughters had 
usually resided at the Grange. Soon after Ma- 
bel's attaining her eighteenth year, Mrs. Pierdale 
took her daughters to town, and they were pre- 
sented together, and very lovely they both looked, 
and greatly admired, if they believed all the com- 
pliments and attention paid to them. 

It was during this season in town that Mabel 
attracted the admiration of a gentleman, whom 
her aunt was not sure Mabel would be right in 
accepting as her husband, — one of those fashion* 
^hle men of the day, whose great delight is to 
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make all their friends and acquaintance believe 
that ^ythey believe in nothing " — " Rationalists !" 
How sad for themselves, poor deluded mortals, 
if true. 

Mabel was very much taken with Mr. Lindsay's 
attentions, and a sort of understanding arose 
between them that they cared for each other, and 
some day would marry, Mrs. Pierdale had for- 
bidden, an engagement until they knew more about 
Mr. Lindsay; and his principles — ^not very high 
ones— ras the event proved. The London gaieties 
did not suit Elinor's health, therefore Mrs. Pier- 
dale carried ofif her daughters to Switzerland, then 
to the Italian lakes for the autumn, and on to 
Bome for the winter. 

Elinor and Mrs. Pierdale often went to ves- 
pers at St. Peter's, after the afternoon service 
of the Anglican Church, held in a building out- 
side the Porta del Popolo. Mabel did not care 
to go often. She said it was so ludicrous to see 
the Monsignore and Bishops sit there and be 
" smoked " with the incense the oflSciating priests 
handed to the attending acolyte for that purpose, 
after they had incensed each other ; — and it ia a 
rather ridiculous sight. But Elinor was enthu- 
siastic in church music and singing, and she per- 
suaded her mother to take her into any church 
where vespers were going on. As soon as tha^t 
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was over they lefb^ as they coald not join in the 
prayers used by the rest of the congregation. 

Mr. Lindsay also appeared in Borne, and con- 
tinued his attentions to Mabel, without the actual 
sanction of her aunt ; but she did not forbid their 
meeting. He was called away in February to his 
parliamentary duties in England, and in the 
spring Mrs. Pierdale took her daughters to Yenice, 
and then to Vienna, and from thence on a visit to 
some German Mends in Galicia. The free life 
there they much enjoyed; and thence, after paying 
visits to friends at Dresden, they finally returned 
home to be in time to celebrate Mabel's twenty- 
first birthday, and make over to Mabel her for- 
tune. Quite an heiress had she become ; and her 
aunt gave a grand ball, at which all their country 
neighbours assembled to celebrate the event ; and, 
strange to say, Mr. Lindsay appeared, but not as 
an invited guest, to join the house party. He 
was on a visit to some neighbours, and came with 
them. He was most attentive to Mabel, and paid 
her many compliments ; but in three days he left 
the neighbourhood, and in three weeks he wrote to 
his friends to say ^^ that he was engaged to be 
married to a young lady to whom he had been 
deeply attached for two years." 

As Mabel knew he was at that time greatly 
enamoured of- herself, and had wished to marry 
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her then and there, she was deeply mortified ; and, 
although agreeing with her aunt and cousin that 
she was to be congratulated on her escape from 
having been induced to marry Mr. Lindsay a year 
ago, with or without her aunt's consent, began to 
fret and worry herself. To divert her thoughts, 
she and Elinor went to pay some visits to friends 
and relatives at a distance, and Mabel somehow 
and somewhere contracted low fever. 

She was taken home as soon as possible, but 
she continued ill and weak for many months ; 
and it was during this weak state of health, and 
unhappy state of mind that an old friend of hers, 
who had become a pervert to the Bomish faith, 
came on a visit to Mrs. Pierdale. She had in- 
vited herself, otherwise Mrs. Pierdale did not care 
for her society; she was flippant in mind and 
conversation. Mrs. March had grown up with the 
idea that there was nothing like establishing one's 
self, early in life, in a good position ; and being 
introduced to Mr. March, who had become a per- 
vert, and highly displeased his father, an old 
gentleman of family and position, who quickly 
informed his son that he had paid a certain sum 
to trustees for his benefit, but that he would not 
allow his family estates to descend to a son who 
had thrown off, without just reason, his allegiance 
to the Holy Catholic Churchy in which ha waa 
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born and baptized ; Mr. March was immediately 
voted a good son of Holy Mother Church by the 
Bomanists; a supposed odour of sanctity was 
ascribed to him ; then he went to Bome, was 
feted, and presented to the pope. He was intro- 
duced to Miss Elmore in Bome, who immediately 
became enthusiastic in his cause: afterwards he 
had the extreme gratification of converting her ; 
they were then married, and became devoted adhe- 
rents of Pope, Virgin Mary, saints, and all super- 
stition. 

The "perverts " to Eome are persuaded by the 
Bomish priests that if they succeed in making 
"converts,'* they will escape so many years of 
purgatory ; and their great idea is, on their own 
perversion, to try and convert their relations and 
friends. Fortunately for our own country, any 
one seceding to Bome from our own most holy 
Church and its teaching, is regarded as having 
committed a very awful sin; and the prayers of 
the rest of the family are unwearied in their 
behalf at the Throne of Grace for the erring one, 
and that, through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
reason, instead of "imagination," may again assert 
its influence. 

As the two or three days of Mrs. March's stay 

were prolonged to some weeks, her husband hav- 

ing gone abroad on busiuess, M,a\)d t),%\y^ hax 
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aunt to invite Mrs. March to continue her visit 
until her husband returned home. Thus, Mrs. 
March being apparently devoted to Mabel, she 
and the invalid were left together daily for some 
time, and Mrs. March took advantage of the 
kindness of her hostess to undermine Mabel's 
faith, by working on her fears ; and at length, in 
Mabel's weak state of health in mind and body, 
she thought she had better embrace her friend's 
faith, and so end, as she thought, all her trouble. 

"My Father Confessor will teach you, dear 
Mabel," said she, " and then you shall be received 
into Holy Mother Church, and the Virgin, * The 
Blessed Queen of Heaven,' will restore your health, 
and you will become strong and happy again." 

And Mabel listened to her friend's false teach- 
ing and advice. On the termination of Mrs. 
March's visit, she asked if Mabel might pay her a 
visit some day; and having previously enjoined 
secresy on Mabel's part, she returned to her home 
in London. Mrs. March sent her down some 
French books to read, ^principally about the 
" Saints in the Middle Ages, and their remarkable 
interviews with our Blessed Lord and the Virgin 
Mary." Mabel could not but notice much that 
was startling in these works, and her own previous 
knowledge of the Scriptures and careful religious 
teaching would have asBisted her ia <^\£Lb^tdsL<^t];v<^ 
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false truths she was called on to believe, had she 
prayed earnestly to her Heavenly Father to grant 
her the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for her 
blessed Saviour's sake. 

However, Mabel was ill and weak and excited 
by all the " promises of rest to her weary spirit *' 
that Mrs. March had assured her would foUow 
her admission into the Bomish Church. The 
family went early to town in the spring, for 
change of scene for Mabel, and after remaining a 
few weeks with her aunt and cousin, Mrs. March 
called on Mrs. Pierdale and begged so hard for 
Mabel to be allowed to stay a few days with her, 
that her aunt gave an unwilling consent to Mabel's 
accepting the invitation. 

After three days she returned home. On the 
Sunday following she went to church in the morn- 
ing wiL a Mend, and then went on to luncheon 
with Mrs. March, who, persuaded her to go into a 
convent, and write to her aunt and tell her that 
she was quite decided on embracing the Bomish 
faith ; and as nothing could prevent her doing so, 
she had entered a convent preparatory to her 
reception into that church. 

Mrs. Pierdale felt quite stunned for a time. 

She could not realise that her child, as she 

fondly termed Mabel, could leave the most Holy 

Catholic Cburcb, in which she liad boeu brought 
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up, for the Bomish sect in England, As soon as 
she conld command herself into a little outward 
serenity, Mrs. Pierdale set out for the convent ; 
but Mabel refused to see her aunt. Mrs. Pierdale 
then wrote to Mabel, and earnestly entreated her 
to see Dr. Stewart, who had baptized her in her 
infancy, or some other clergyman of the Estab- 
lished Church, before she committed the great sin 
of leaving her own Church for that of Rome. 
She also wrote to some Boman Catholic acquain- 
tances, and begged that they would see the 
officiating priests at the convent, and impress on 
them the necessity that her niece should be shown 
some of the differences in the* two faiths, and 
not rush blindly into that of Bome without some 
little instruction. In return came a letter from 
a priest, saying, "Mabel should be duly instructed 
and advised to return home for a few days, prior to 
her being received into the Church." Meanwhile, 
on the very day the priest wrote the note, in fact, 
before it was posted, Mabel had been induced to 
become a member of the Bomish Church. 

Truth is not considered necessary in that 
Churchy if good results can be outwardly obtained. 
Mabel quietly wrote in the evening, and said 
she had been admitted into the Bomish Church, 
(at the very time the priest had written to say 
** she should be advised to return home for a few 
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days,") and that she wished to remain quietly in 
the convent for a time " to collect her thoughts." 
Mabel having just come of age, nothing could 
be done to prevent the false step she had made. 
Mrs. Pierdale, deeply grieved, returned to the 
Grange with her daughter. She, however, wrote 
to Mabel, and said, " whenever she liked to 
return home she should always be welcome." 
Mabel, after all the excitement was over, soon 
got tired of convent life. She had no inclination 
to become a nun, neither did she care for the 
worship of the virgin and saints. Outwardly, 
Mabel was now a Bomanist, but how was it 
within ? It must be confessed that Mabel soon 
began to have doubts and fears, and she pined for 
home and her aunt and cousin's society ; but as 
she each day felt more keenly how very unduti- 
fully she had behaved to her aunt, Mabel fancied 
that her aunt could never love her any more as 
she had done, and so she confided to Father Jen- 
kyns her longing to return home, her fears of a 
cool reception, and of missing the aflfectionate care 
and love her aunt and cousin had always shown to 
her. Father Jenkyns oflfered to go to Pierdale 
Grange and see her aunt; with what result we 
have related. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Mabel impatiently awaited the priest's return, 
and almost snatched the note from his hand. 
Her eyes filled with tears as she read Elinor's 
affectionate note. It had been opened and read. 
Mabel did not mind that ; her eagerness to return 
home was very palpable, and she had to listen to 
a long exhortation from her confessor ** to be 
sure to resist all the temptations and influence 
that would be brought to bear upon her, so as to 
induce her to leave the ' true Church,' of which 
she was now a member." 

Mabel answered " that she was sure no influence 
whatever would be used by her aunt to induce her 
to change her present belief without her own 
wishes being first consulted." 

Mabel returned home in two days. Her aunt 
was greatly shocked on first seeing her darling 
niece. She looked pale and sad ; and, instead of 
the joyous, merry look on her face, a hard, stem 
expression prevailed, which she was puzzled to 
see. Love and kindness and sympathy were felt 
towards the erring one. Elinor soon took Mabel 
off to the garden, and Rollo followed them in no 
time. The old gardener came, and presented her 
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with an exquisite bouquet of flowers, and the 
thought flashed through Mabel's noind that, had 
the flowers been sent to her at the convent, the 
nuns would have carried them off as an offering 
to their image of the Virgin, a splendidly dressed 
doll, arrayed in the height of the fashion, with a 
splendid blue satin train, and a wreath of flowers 
round her head ; and yet God Himself wrote, with 
His own finger, *' Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeness of any thing • 
« • thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God." (Ex. xx. 4.) 

It seems an awful thing, to the writer of this 
true story; that any one, having been brought up 
in the ''Holy Catholic Established Church of 
England," should leave her pure Bible teaching 
for the teaching of an idolatrous Church, like that 
of Bome, "i« a mystery.^* The old Catholic 
families (not many now) in England know no 
better ; but for those who have left their Church — 
what answer can they make for so doing at the 
judgment day ? The Lord Jesus will not own an 
idolatrous Church. 

After dinner, Mabel was advised by her aunt to 

retire to rest. As she was offering up her evening 

prajBTB, at the end of one, she observed, '' Most 

£cjjr immaovl&te Virgin and m^ Mother Mary/' 
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&c., " I worship thee, great Queen of Heaven," 
&c. That prayer she could not offer ; and, at the 
same minute, she heard the organ, played by 
Elinor at morning and evening prayers, in the 
great inner hall, strike up, with that lovely hymn, 
'' Just as I am, without one plea," sung by all the 
household. (Mabel would have liked to join 
in the morning and evening prayers of her 
aunt and servants, but her confessor had ex« 
pressly forbidden her to do so without a ** dispen- 
sation " from a Boman Catholic Bishop. ** The 
simple reading of the Scriptures, and the usual 
prayers used in an English Protestant &nuly, are 
thought too dangerous by a corrupt Ohurch, which 
teaches its followers, not to believe in the Bible, 
but in the traditions of their Church.*') 

Mabel started up from her knees, put aside her 
Boman Catholic book of prayers, went to her book 
case, and there saw her own English prayer-book. 
She then knelt, and used the same holy prayers 
she had used from her childhood at the morning 
and evening prayers of the household ; and in the 
confession of her sins, Mabel felt as if she had 
never been so near God in prayer before in her 
life. 

After a few days, Mabel's shyness with her aunt 
wore off; and she chatted away merrily. Elinor 
went into her room one afternoon) «a^ «Ai^^ 
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*' Mabel^ dear, do show me some of your Bomish 
devotional books." 

She then took up a small book, intended for 
the preparation for receiving the holy communion, 

"Mabel, dear," said Elinor, "have you read 
any of these prayers to the Virgin ?" 

" Some of them," she replied. 

" Well, sit down, Mabel, and we will read them 
together. 

*' The title is ' Visits to the Most Holy Sac- 
rament,' by St. Alphonsus Siguori, and begins 
thus : — * To Mary, the ever-immaculate Virgin- 
Mother of God.' Commences, ^My most holy 
Queen. On the point of publishing the present 
Kttle work, in which I treat of the love of thy Son,, 
I know not to whom I can better dedicate it than 
to thee, my most beloved Mother,' &c. And 
again : * Now, as to the visits to the Most 
Blessed Virgin, the opinion of St. Bernard is well 
known and believed; it is that Ood dispenses 
no graces otherwise than throiigh the hands of 
Mary." Twelfth page continues: — * Father 
Suarez declares, " that it is now the sentiment of 
the Catholic Church that the intercession of Mary 
is necessary to obtain graces. By applying the 
words of the sacred Scriptures to Mary, and 
making her say, ' In me is all hope of life and 
Piriae/ ^Come unto me, bU -je \»bfiib ^<^\te me.' 
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(Ecclns. xxiv. 25.) * Let all come to me; for I 
dm the hope of all you can desire.^ Hence, then, 
she addS| * Blessed is the man that heareth me, 
and that watcheth daily at my gates, and waiteth 
at the posts of my doors.* (Prov. viii. 84.) 
^Blessed is he who is diligent in coming every 
day to the door of thy powerful intercession ; for^ 
hy finding me, he will find life and eternal salvo* 
tion.* Hence it is not without reason the Holy 
Church wills that we should all call her our com-* 
Tnon hope, by saluting her, and saying, * Hail, 
our Hope!' *Let us, then,* St. Bernard says, 

* seek for graces, and seek them through Maby.' 

* Otherwise,' says St. Antoninus, 'if we ask for 
graces without her intercession, we shall he making 
an effort toffy without wings, and we shall obtain 
nothing.* 

" In Father Auriemmu's book, * Affetti Scam^ 
hievoli,* we read of innumerable favours granted 
by Mary * to those who practise this most pro- 
fitable devotion, of often visiting her image in 
some Church,' &c. We read of the graces granted 
in these visits, &c. John Berchmans, of the 
Society of Jesus, we read, who daily visited Mary 
in a chapel, renounced all other love than to her. 
He wrote, at the foot of his image of her, ' I will 
never rest until I shall have obtained a tender love 
for my Mother. Do you alfio paij Oi 4Ayh^ x^^ ^f>, 
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the Most Holy Virgin^ or to some image of her in 
your house.* Page 18, same book: — 'I thank 
Thee, Son, for having given me Thy Most Holy 
Mother^ Mary, for my Advocate.' " 

^' Oh, Mabel I how sad, sad ! " said Elinor. 
" Where is there any mention of Mary in the Bible 
as an advocate for us? Our blessed Lord says 
(John xvi. 28), * Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name. 
He will give it you : * not in Mary*s name. And 
just listen again, Mabel ; — page 24, in the same 
book : — * Most Holy Immaculate Virgin, my Mo- 
ther Mary, I worship thee, great Queen;' and 
again, page 83, Mary says, ' I am the mother of 
fair love.' (Ecclus. xxiv. 22.) * St. Mary Magda- 
lene, of Pazzi, saw the Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary going about dispensing a sw!eet liquid, 
which was divine love. This gift is dispensed 
only by Mary. From Mary let us seek it.* In 
the same book, page 81, * I am,' says Mary, ^ the 
beautiful olive-tree, from which the oil of mercy 
flows/ Page 60 : St. Germains, addressing the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, says, * No one is 
saved but through thee.* Page 66 : * My Lady, 
thou didst say to St. Bridget, " However much a 
man sins, if he returns to me," &c., "I am in^ 
stantly ready to welcome him," ' &c. Page 118 : 
^BlesBed Amadous says^ *^ that our Most Blessed 
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Queen Mary is always in the divini presence^ ach 
ing as our achocate.^* * 

" Stich blasphemy is very distressing to read. 
Listen^ Mabel/' said Elinor ; and^ opening her 
Bible at the Eevelation of St. John the Divine 
(i. 7-18), she read aloud to Mabel. ** No mention 
there of the Virgin ; Jesus Christ alone is Advo- 
cate, and He alone has the keys of hell and of 
death. And hear, Mabel (xxi. 6), ' I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give 
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life freely. He that overcometh shall in- 
herit all things.' Verse 8 : * And idolaters shall 
have their part in the lake which bumeth with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second death.' 
' And ' (xxii. 8) * I John saw these tlungs, and 
heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the angel 
which showed me these things. Then saith he 
unto me. See thou do it not : for I am thy fellow 
servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of 
them which keep the sayings of this book : tcor* 
ship God.* Verse 14 : * Blessed are they that do 
His commandments,' &c. Verse 15 : * Without 
are • • idolaters, and whosoever loveth and 
maketh a lie.' And what lie can be greater than 
to teach any one to pray to the Virgin Mary, as 
sitting always in the Divine presence, interceding 
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for US, despoiling our blessed Lord of all the glory 
and honour due unto Him, and to Him alone. 
Alas, Mabel ! to Eoman Catholics, even as it was 
in the days of St. Paul, when he wrote to the 
Corinthians (2 epis. iii. 13-18), their minds were 
blinded until this day ; the vail is on their 
heart." . 

Mabel could say nothing : she knew that, al- 
though encouraged in every way in the Boman 
Catholic Church, the worship of Mary cometh not 
from the teaching of the Holy Spirit, but is a sug- 
gestion of the evil one ; a worship begun in the 
dark ages, and unknown to the apostles and early 
fathers and Christians. 

" Look here," Elinor said to her cousin ; " * The 
Eosary of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary.' Do 
you see in this book, ' The Golden Manual,* a 
guide to Eoman Catholic devotion? It begins^ 
* The devotion called the Eosary consists of fifteen 
Pater nosters and Glorias, and one hundred and 
fifty Ave Marias ; divided into three parts, each 
part containing five decades, or tens ; each decade 
consisting of one Pater noster, ten Aves, and one 
Gloria.' " 

Elinor continued to read the book aloud. 

" ' Eemember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known that any one who came 

/:? thjr proteoUon, inxploied tTo^ tid^^vftfli ^ow%lrf» 
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ihy intercession was left unaided. Inspired with' 
this confidence, I fly unto thee, Virgin of virgins, 
iny Mother.' And then the five glorious mysteries 
follow : — 

*' Mst mystery : Mary assumed into heaven. 

" * 2nd mystery : God receives His well-beloved 
Daughter. 

" * 8rd mystery : Jesus receives His Most Holy 
Mother. 

" ' 5th mystery : The Holy Ghost receives His 
beloved Spouse. 

" * 6th mystery : The angels serve Mary. 

" * 7th mystery : Mary rejoices all the heavens. 

" ' 8th mystery : Mary is seated at the right 
hand of Jesus Christ. 

" ' 9th mystery : Mary is our Advocate in 
heaven. 

*' * 10th glorious mystery : Mary is our Mother 
and Mediatrix in heaven.* 

" And now, at the end of the service, we read, 
* An act of filial reverence to Mary. Pope Leo 
XTT» granted in perpetuity ^ to all the faithful who 
shovld recite the three following prayers together, 
with three Hail Marys, to ask the Blessed 
Virgin's assistance in the practice of Christian 
virtues. 

*' ' 1st. An indulgence of one hundred days 
each time they are said \ a yUnar^ i3xd\iL^iL<!^ 
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once a month on reciting ihem every day. These 
indulgences are applicable to the soids in purga-^ 
tory.' * (Vide Prayer to the Blessed Virgin^ page 
510.) 

" Let us pray ! let us pray !" called out Mabel's 
grey parrot ; and a very necessary thing it. is that 
we should all pray most earnestly for ourselves, 
our friends, and all who belong to us, and for our 
erring Boman Catholic brethren, that the uaHT 
may indeed shine into their minds and illuminate 
thelm, and that they may have grace to throw off 
an idolatrous form of worship. 

Elinor and Mabel had been so engaged in read* 
ing the Boman Catholic books of devotion, that 
they had not observed that the parrot had passed 
through the window on to the lawn, and climbed 
up into a rather tall fir-tree on one side of the 
lawn. The gardeners and some of the servants 
had collected round the tree, and were trying to 
induce Polly to descend; but the parrot, being 
only used to see such a number of faces she knew 
at prayer time in the hall, and having heard Elinor 
and Mabel talking so long on the subject of prayer, 
doubtless carried off the idea that they were as- 
sembled for that purpose, and so reiterated her 
injunction, "Let us pray." 

After Elinor had dismissed the laughing group, 

I m - r i ■■ III ■■■■■■ I I — ^^,^,»— . 
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Polly soon descended, and seated herself on 
Mabel's arm, and then each of the cousins went 
to her own room, to hold earnest prayer for the 
guidance and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. 

(XI •^';v:?.\ V-. 

^ ; ,-> - ' \ . ";/ OHAPTBB V. 

Mabel had never particularly shown any great 
love of religion in the days previous to her " fall." 
She disliked sermons and Sunday reading, unless 
it was much diversified with stories. Her Sunday 
reading now was a curious combination of French 
works, written in an exalU'e rather than in a reh- 
gious spirit ; and lives of saints of the middle and 
dark ages, before printing had disseminated the 
light of the Gospel on the dark superstition and 
bigotry of those days. Even now, in France and 
Italy, the Bible truths are not known generally ; 
neither pan the lowest classes of priests, that 
usually officiate in the churches and perform mass, 
read ; they learn the " office " by heart, and gabble 
through it as fast as they can ; and, on particular 
occasions, a monk, or higher order of clergy offi- 
ciates ; so the people remain in darkness, and 
their priestly rulers love to have it so. 
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Of course these remarks do not apply to the few 
English pervert priests, who have received an edu- 
cation at the Universities of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, or a few of our own clergy, who, being im- 
patient of control, and preferring darkness to light, 
have seceded &om their own most Holy Catholic 
and Established Church. What their feelings 
wiU be at the day of judgment no one but God 
alone can teU. They will have no Virgin Ma/ry 
there to intercede for them. God says, through 
His most blessed Son, ^' By thy words thou shalt 
be judged;" and what words of excuse can they 
offer to their great Judge for having taught their 
flocks an idolatrous form of worship ? Ye sons 
and daughters of England, take heed to your ways. 
There is a fashion in all worldly matters, and of 
late it has been the fashion ^ amongst a part of the 
higher classes (a very small part, though, thank 
God!), to become perverts to the Bomish sect 
in England, without due inquiry as to the idola- 
trous part of their worship. 

Many Bomanists do not allow that they worship 
the Yirgin; but, if their books of devotion are filled 
with prayers to the Virgin Mary, and her wor- 
shippers are taught that, by praying to her, innu- 
merable graces and blessings will be granted to 
them^ and their souls released from purgatory, how 
^aif any one d,o\xh% but tho^t they do ^ivj to Uer^ 
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as they are taught, and expect the blessings pro- 
mised to them for so doing ? 

The Virgin in Chartres Cathedral, in France, is 
like a black negress, and considered most holy. 
So is the image of the Virgin at St. Stephen's 
Cathedral in Vienna, and the crowds kneeling 
before these wooden images would be greatly sur- 
prised if any one doubted the efficacy of prayer to 
them. In Home, generally, marble images of the 
Virgin are preferred. The writer of these pages 
has a large acquaintance in France and Italy, and 
not one of them has ever denied that they prayed 
to the Virgin Mary, and were taught to expect 
great blessings from serving her in consequence, 
and their worship of her was taught them as a part 
of their religion. 

There were no Boman Catholics residing any- 
where near Pierdale. After some inquiry, Mrs. 
Pierdale ascertamed that, in a neighbouring 
country town, some fifteen miles off, there was what 
the Bomanists called a ** Mission Station," esta- 
blished to enable a priest to attend to the crimi- 
nalB in the jail in the town who might be of that 
persuasion. On farther inquiry, it was found that 
Lady Envermore, who lived at Envermore Priory, 
had several foreign servants, who were Bomanists, 
in her service. She, not liking the idea of their 
not receiving any reli^oua teoAbixL%ft^\si^ ^W^< 
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man of their own faith, had fitted np a room in a 
cottage bordering her estate nearest to the town, 
and had engaged the priest to come over to Enver- 
more, or rather to the cottage, and perform mass 
for her Boman Catholic servants, after his duties 
at the jail were over on Sundays. The priest was 
so charmed with the scenery around the cottage, 
and its peacefulness after the noisy town, and 
begged so hard to become Lady Envermore's 
tenant, that she could not refuse, and he only re- 
tained a couple of rooms in the town, and made 
the cottage his home. 

He lived a solitary life, enlivened by the society 
of a foreign priest or monk, who sometimes 
assisted him in the jail. Not that there were 
many prisoners of that faith, but he liked his 
duties at Envermore best. 

Dr. Stewart and his curates so faithfully and 
unweariedly performed their duties in Pierdale 
parish, and were so earnest in their teaching '^ the 
truth as it is in Jesus," that there was not one of 
his parishioners, who was of an age to under- 
stand, that covM not give an answer ^^ to the faith 
that was in them :'' a teaching that ought to be 
universal in these days of infidelity and rational- 
ism, in the bringing up the youthful members of 
our beloved Church. Dr. Stewart was fully alive 
to the necesBity of a thorough kaoNA^dig^ oi ihA 
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Bible and its teaching. He was neither a high 
nor a low churchman, but a man who walked 
humbly with his God, and was striving to enter 
himself, and to teach his flock to tread, the safe 
but narrow way that leads to everlasting life. So 
he was rewarded by knowing that the settlement 
of a Bomish priest within seven miles of his 
parish only made his parishioners more earnest 
in their attendance on their own Church services, 
and more grateful to their Heavenly Father for 
the purer faith it was their high privilege to 
possess. 

The Bomish priest appeared to be a gentleman. 
Lady Envermore had arranged that one of the 
under gardeners should take care of the garden 
attached to the cottage occupied by the priest, and 
his wife attended all other matters ; and, as she 
had been originally scullery maid at the Priory, 
she had an idea of cooking, and her pretty little 
daughter, Eose, was a great delight to the lonely 
priest at times. He had a few fair prints around 
the walls of his sitting-room ; '' The Virgin and 
Child," by different artists, a small image of the 
Virgin alone, before which was kept burning a 
small oil lamp. The child was fond of stories, 
and she often asked the priest to tell her one. By 
degrees he talked to her about the Blessed Virgin, 
and related a few manrelloua talea of mir&QW i^^^- 
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formed by her. The child repeated the stories ge» 
nerally to her mother. Mrs. Fraser did not like 
priests or popes, she said; so she forbade her 
daughter to listen to any more stories. 

" The priest, Eosey dear/* said she, '* had 
better read his Bible ; he will not find a word 
about praying to the Virgin in that blessed book, 
nor to the saints, nor to anything Hying or dead." 

Bosey went off soon after for a run before school 
time, and, in the park, she met her Mend. Look- 
ing up in his face, she said to him, 

* " Please, sir, mother says you are to tell me 
no more stories. Jesus our Lord is in heaven, 
and He prays to God for us, and He never told 
nobody His mother was there too ; ** and off scam- 
pered little Rosey, quite sorry in her heart, to 
hear no more marvellous tales of the Virgin and 
saints. 



CHAPTER VI. 



As Mabel drove through the town to mass, the 
first Sunday after her return home, accompanied 
by Mrs. Shaw, she met all the villagers and chil- 

* k f«ct, 
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dren she had known from her bahyhood on their 
way to their parish church, in which their fore- 
fathers had worshipped for so many generations 
without the taint of idolatry. 

" No one can/* to use a homely saying, " touch 
pitch and remain undefiled ; " and Mabel was per- 
fectly aware that the worship of the Virgin in the 
Bomish Church was taught and practised, but she 
felt that it was hateful to her ; and yet she knew, 
if she remained in that Church, she would be re- 
garded by *'her holy Saviour" as of that commu- 
nity, and would also be regarded by all around as 
a participator of an idolatrous form of worship. 
These thoughts sadly troubled her, and, on her 
arrival at the room fitted up for the use of the 
Roman Catholics, the images of the Virgin and 
Child, in wood, in gaudy dresses, shocked her. 

Mabel had a very good memory, and she cjuld 
not but remember that the worship of the Virgin 
was made a dogma only in the ninth century ; in 
the tenth, it received further superstitious addi- 
tions. Gross darkness and ignorance prevailed in 
the world. The Scriptures were unknown to the 
laity, and clergy also, one must think, or how 
otherwise could such an idolatrous habit have 
arisen ? 

" Search the Script Qi*es,'* is our Saviour's com- 
mand;, and where is there one sentence in the 
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Bible in opposition to our Saviour's words ad- 
dressed to her : " Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?" If she had, as the Bomanists assert ^ 
been assumed into heaven twelve years after our 
Saviour's death, would not our Saviour in some 
way, have intimated that she would be translated 
into heaven as well as Himself, and sit down on 
His right hand ? Would not the apostles have 
said something about it? Would not St. John 
have said something about it, had it been in the 
least true ? Yet not one word about her in any 
way is said, except in Acts i. 14 : '* These all con- 
tinued in prayer and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His bre- 
thren." Would not St. Paul have alluded to such 
a marvellous occurrence ? He would surely have 
said some little thing to his numerous followers 
and converts about the necessity of adoring and 
praying to the Virgin. " But," he says, " I cer- 
tify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was 
preached of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it^ hut hy 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.'*^ (Gal. i. ll, 12.) 

Mabel's " reason " was beginning to assert it- 
self. The mass was said by a monk in priest's 
orders, a foreigner. Father Brian was at the jail, 
and had not yet returned. The foreign priest 
mumbled f&Bt through the Berdce» «^d the 
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prayers, being said in the Latin tongue, were un* 
intelligible, except to the very few who could read 
and follow the service in the English translation. 
Yet St. Paul (1 Cor. xiv.) earnestly besought them 
(verse 12) " to excel to the edifying of the Church," 
Verse 14 : ** If I pray in an unknown tongue, my 
spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruit- 
ful.** Verse 15 : "I will pray with the spirit, • 
. . I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing 
with the understanding also." Verse 16 : " Else 
when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall 
he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say 
Amen, . . • seeing he understandeth not 
what thou sayest?** Verses 18, 19: **I thank 
my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all : 
yet in the Church I had rather speak five words 
with my understanding, that by my voice I might 
teach others also, than ten thousand words in an 
unknown tongue." If the divinely taught St. 
Paul instructed his followers to teach all the peo- 
ple in their own language, how sadly has the 
Romish Church departed from the teaching it 
received in its early days ! 

As Mabel drove home, she contrasted in her 
mind the beautiful service her aunt and Mabel 
were attending in their parish church. Tears 
fiUed Mabel's eyes. Surely she had erred and 
strayed away from the truth, when she left the 
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Holy Catholic Church in which she was born and 
baptized ! 

On Mabel's entering the dining-room, she saw 
Dr. Stewart. It was the first time they had met 
since her perversion. He greeted her kindly : no 
one in the least referred to the past. 

During afternoon service, she read some of her 
papistical books, but, as we said before, she had 
read a good deal, and was blessed with a truthful 
mind, and many statements in her books she 
knew to be utterly false. Mabel shut up her 
books with a sigh of relief, as she saw Elinor 
crossing the lawn to join her. They had a plea- 
sant chat together of old days, and Mabel told her 
cousin she dii not like the service at which she 
was present in the morning. 

"No, I should think not," replied Elinor. 
*'Any one who has had the advantages of the 
religious training you have received cannot remain 
in the Romish Church without being repulsed at 
the gross errors taught to its members. Of course, 
I do not include those Roman Catholics who have 
had only such teaching as their Church allows, — the 
traditions of the Church, as an unquestioned article 
of belief, are set before them, and implicit faith 
in them is required, as of greater importance than 
the j)]ain truths of Scripture. You know as well 
a^ I, dear Mabel, that what I say ia \.x\x^- M» the 
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time the worship of the Virgin was made a dogma 
of faith, Spanheim, in his ecclesiastical history, 
eleventh century, writes, *A miserable supersti- 
tion enslaved the minds of all Christendom.' The 
Uves of the popes abundantly confirm this state- 
ment. Sylvester 11., Benedict IX., and Gregory 
VI. are described, by various writers, as * mon- 
sters of men, infamous Antichrists, immoral in 
their lives, tyrants in their rule, diabolical in their 
arts.' Platina calls these three popes * dreadful 
monsters ;' and it was only in 1215, at theLateran 
Council, in the time of Pope Innocent III., that 
transubstantiation was made an article of faith, 
and auricular confession established, and both 
made dogmas. The doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, tried by the test of Scripture, is unreason- 
able, contradictory y and unknown to the primitive 
Church. Purgatory was first established as an 
article of faith in the Eomish Church at the 
Council of Florence, 1439. 

" The Bible, you well know, Mabel, tells us, in 
many places, of two kinds of fate, for the righ- 
teous and the wicked respectively (see Matt, xxv.) 
— ^two abodes out of this world ; but where, in the 
Bible or Testament, is there a third spoken of? 
Therefore the Eomish Church holds the doctrine 
that, from the pains of purgatory, Christ has not 
redeemed us ; but we are to be rescued, either by 

Dd 
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penances done in this life by ourselves, or by 
masses offered in our behalf after our death ; thus 
taking from that one sufficient sacrifice our blessed 
Lord ofiered of Himself on the cross." 

This serious conversation made the cousins both 
thoughtful. After a time, they rose and joined 
Mrs. Pierdale in the drawing-room. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Mabel, next day, received a letter from her 
friend, Mrs. March. The only extract we will 
make from her letter is the following :— 

" Which saint have you chosen to be your 
patron saint ? I have taken St. Joseph to be 
mine ; I find he grants me everything I askJ*^* 

Mabel felt quite scandalised. She was begin- 
ning to feel she must not stay any longer in an 
idolatrous Church. That such doubts are felt by 
very many persons who still continue, and will 
continue, in the Eoman Church, and not act upon 
their convictions, arises solely from the enfeeble- 
ment of their energies, which has been the conse- 
quence of the struggles they have gone through. 

»^"^™ ■ ■— ' — ■■ ■— M— -■■■■ ■ ^■■M-^■■■lll I ■ ■■■ ■■■ - — ■ ■! I ■ - — ■■■ 

* A fact. 
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The strain of " conversion," and then of" re-con- 
version," is almost more than one person's moral 
and intellectual nature can endure, unless a detes- 
tation OF FALSEHOOD in holy thingsj and God*8 
grace, earnestly prayed for, gives strength to the 
erring one to return to the pure faith, as once " de- 
livered to the saints," which is as nearly carried 
out as it is possible to do in the teaching of the 
Anglican Church. 

Prayer is the key-note. Mabel was unwearied 
in prayer — ^not to the Virgin Mary, nor to saints, 
but — to God ; and when she had attained grace 
sufficient to enable her, under God's blessing, to 
do what was right, she went to Dr. Stewart and 
confessed her error, and begged for instruction 
and advice. 

Dr. Stewart was much affected at MabePs de- 
nunciation of herself, but he read the Bible to her, 
and prayed with her daily. He was in no hurry 
for Mabel to be "re-converted" until he had 
made her see and feel how very far the Romish 
Church has wandered in its teaching from the 
times of the Apostles and early Fathers. 

It was Christmas day ; a bright sunny morning 
that made all hearts feel glad on this most holy 
day. The bells rang out merrily ; the church had 
been most beautifully decorated by loving hands, 
and there was a feeling throughout the village. 
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something unusual would occur that day. And so 
it was. 

Just as the service was about to commence, 
Mabel, dressed in a white costume, rose from her 
seat, next her aunt, and, moving to the chancel- 
step, turned round, and, in a clear voice, amidst 
breathless silence, said, 

" I, Mabel Comyn, being convinced of the gi'eat 
error I did to my own soul in leaving the Holy 
Church in which I was born and baptized, do ask 
the united prayers of the congregation, that God 
will pardon me for Jesus Christ's sake, and that I 
may be re-admitted into the ' Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church ' of England." 

*' Amen !" said every voice in that large congre- 
gation. Then Mabel returned to her seat. 

It was entirely her own act and wish. Dr. 
Stewart would have re-admitted her at any time 
in a smaller congregation. Mabel replied, 

" No, Dr. Stewart ; it is right I should return 
to my beloved Church openly :" and so she did. 
Once again, in the "general thanksgiving," Ma- 
bel's name was mentioned again, for God's late 
mercies vouchsafed to her. The first hymn sung 
was 312 : " If any man sin, we have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." 
The second hymn, 384 : " 0, hold thou up my 
goings in Thy paths, that my fcotsiops slip not. 



>» 
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(Appendix, "Ancient and Modern.") Dr. Stewart's 
text was taken from 2 Cor. iv. 1-7. It was an ex- 
cellent sermon, and all who heard it could never 
forget that " God is a Spirit, and that they who 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth." At the celebration of holy communion all 
remained, to partake of its " life-giving nourish- 
ment," who had been confirmed. There were 
many young ones who longed to stay, but, of 
course, could not receive it. 

Mabel was greatly overcome as she knelt down 
to receive, from Dr. Stewart's hands, the bread 
which had been blessed to " eat in remembrance 
that Christ died for thee, and feed on Him in thy 
heart by faith with thanksgiving." And the cup, 
*^ Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood 
was shed for thee, and be thankful." A spiritual 
feast ! How thankful Mabel felt to be re-admitted, 
and be once again a partaker of that spiritual 
feast! She had found no pleasure or benefit in 
the Romish ceremony of this holy service. She 
well knew that St. Paul, in 1 Cor. x. 16, writes, 
" The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ ?" And, in the same epistle (xi. 
23-26) : " For I have received of the Lord that 
which also I delivered unto youj That the Lord 
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Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, 
TOOK BREAD " (not a Wafer, made of honey and 
flour) : *' and when He had given thanks, He brake 
it, and said. Take, eat : this is My body, which is 
broken for you " ^He was yet alivej : " this do in 
remembrance of Me. After the same manner also 
He took the cup, when He had supped, saying. 
This cup is the new testament in My blood : this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He 
come." 

There is not one word in the Testament of a 
priest offering up our blessed Saviour as a sacra- 
flee before God ; not one word of denying the cup 
to the laity ; not one word of a " carnal " feast. 

The first part of the Boman mass contains, 
amongst other matters, a general confession of his 
own sins, made by the priest, not to God alone, 
but to the archangel Michael, the Virgin Mary, to 
St. John the Baptist, the Apostles, and to all other 
dead persons canonised at Rome, and to the con- 
gregation present. He then desires the prayers 
of the above persons. He then prays for his own 
pardon through the merits of the saints. 

The mass for th6 faithful contains many ex- 
ceptionable prayers, and one which is truly shocks 
inj^ to all pious worshippers oi tiie mc^xixate God ; 
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"May the Lord receive this sacrifice from' thy 
hands, to the praise and glory of His own name, 
for our benefit, and that of all His holy Church.** 
In the breviary there is a prayer that strikes at the 
very root of Christ's mediatorial office : " May the 
intercession, we beseech Thee, Lord, of Bishop 
Peter, thy apostle, under the prayers and offerings 
of thy Church, be acceptable to Thee, that the 
mysteries we celebrate in his honour may obtain 
for us the pardon of our sins." 

Can anything be more shocking ? and can it be 
be believed that any one, really ** rooted and 
grounded" in the true faith, can leave it for 
Eomish idolatry? While the Roman Catholic 
prayer-books, and books of devotion, given to their 
members, contain such prayers, and whilst used 
daily by Romanists, it is useless to shut our eyes 
to the fact that they are idolaters, and use an ido- 
latrous form of worship. 

Mabel Comyn was possessed with a clear intel- 
lect, and she had previously received a careful 
religious training, and therefore, as soon as her 
reason took the place of her imagination, she 
found she could not remain a member of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. " Pious frauds '* and 
** idolatrous prayers ** her soul loathed, and grace 
was given to her, to enable her, girl as she was, to 
throw off ** the unclean things* ' and come out of ii. 



We must all die, and we nrast all give an 
account at the day of judgment of " the faith that 
is in U8." And what trae faith in our bleased Lord 
ean that Chnrch hare which, at the offering of 
almost every prayer, ends with " Hail Mary ?" 

This true story is made public with the only in- 
tention of returning thanks to Gfod for His great 
mercy to her whom we call Mabel Comyn ; and 
with an heartfelt prayer that all those who have 
erred and strayed from " the tmth as it is in 
Jesus " will seek for grace and strength to enable 
them to return to the right path that leadB to ever- 
lasting life, through our blessed Lord and Savionr 
Jesus Christ alone. Amen. 
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